8                RAYS OF POSITIVE ELECTRICITY

Goldstein ("Phys. Zeitschrift," II, p. 873) has shown that
positive rays can be produced in a very simple way by using
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two parallel wires as a cathode. The rays spread out from
the space between the wires in the manner illustrated in
Fig. 6. By using three or more such parallel wires for the
cathode very interesting patterns of positive rays can be
obtained.
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Since perforated cathodes ot one form or another are used
in the great majority of experiments on positive rays, the
consideration of the action of these cathodes is a matter of
considerable interest and importance. The positive rays
passing through a hole in a plane cathode are not by any
means identical with those which would have struck the
site occupied by the hole had the cathode been continuous. the position of the anode.
